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Executive Summary 

It’s been an exciting year for the Steel Valley Project (SVP) with a great variety of work, 

from our practical work programme with our inspirational volunteers, to running a brand 

new cycle event, the Steel Valley Ride, with 100 participants. We’ve continued to work to 

help people understand, value and care for their local environment.  

We have developed new links, as well as strengthening existing ones with our partners. We 

started to work with the Woodland Trust, helping to manage a local woodland and 

meadow. We have begun to develop projects around the Sheffield Lakeland Landscape 

Partnership, a £3.3 million Heritage Lottery Fund project led by the Sheffield & Rotherham 

Wildlife Trust, which will see focussed work in the Upper Don Valley and surrounding 

countryside over 4 years, where SVP will work as a key delivery partner and consultant. 

Tata Steel’s Stocksbridge operation, one of SVP’s founder partners through previous 

incarnations of the Stocksbridge steelworks, has been bought by Liberty Steel. It is hoped 

that the strong and productive relationship between SVP and the steelworks can continue 

to thrive and improve the valley for people and wildlife. The Little Don Link is a great 

opportunity to continue this, with phase 2 of the work due to start in 2017, creating a new 

multi-user link between Fox Valley and Deepcar.  

It is with sadness that South Yorkshire Forest Partnership, an organisation with a long and 

close partnership with SVP, announced it’s closure in October 2016. Starting in the 1990s 

with South Yorkshire Community Forest, it has been an early casualty of the Brexit vote as 

European uncertainty cost the project its funding support. Only time will tell how Brexit 

may impact on the wider environmental sector and its future funding, for better or worse.  

Continued support from our core partners, funders, staff and volunteers has seen our 

charity through another year under challenging circumstances and with many inspiring 

projects planned for the future it is hoped that the charity can continue to work towards a 

better environment for the people of the Upper Don and surrounding areas.  
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Main Achievements 

• TATA Steel- continued programme of non-operational land management. 

 

• Sheffield City Council Woodlands- continued programme of woodland management and site 

improvements. 

 

• PROW- continued vegetation management and path maintenance work. 

 

• Outreach Education Project- Sheffield Town Trust and Penistone Round Table funded education 

sessions with local schools. 

 

• Woodland Trust- Bitholmes Wood meadow and woodland management work. 

 

• Friends of Coronation Park- programme of children’s environmental activities. 

 

• Steel Valley Ride- Charity mountain bike ride event where around 100 participants took part.  

 

• Pot House Wood Improvement Project- SYFET/ SCC funded project to install a pond and new path in 

a public woodland. 

 

• Birkswood Bank management plan- Consultation with the local community and other stakeholders 

resulting in a detailed management plan for a mixed use woodland site. 

 

• Stocksbridge Willow Tit Habitat Creation Project- Veolia/ SCC funded project working on three 

woodland sites to improve habitat for this red listed bird species over a year in 2017/ 2018 . 

 

• Little Don Link- maintenance to the locally significant multi-user trail in Stocksbridge for SCC 

Transport. 



 

Case Studies 

Pot House Wood 

Steel Valley Ride 

The first Steel Valley Ride was run on 16th July 2016 and attended by 

over 100 mountain bikers who rode the 31 mile challenging route to raise 

funds for the Steel Valley Project. 

Full Gas Bikes (now Trek) was the event headquarters and the event was 

supported by Polaris Bikewear and Tata Steel (now Liberty Steel). 

Volunteers provided marshal support and Stocksbridge Cycling club 

provided a feed station marquee. 
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The project successfully created a new footpath and wildlife pond in Pot 
House Wood, utilising volunteers, who in the process have gained skills in 
path and step construction techniques, tree felling and pruning, bird box 
construction and pond planting. 

The project was supported by South Yorkshire Environmental Trust and 
Sheffield City Council, who own and maintain the woodland site. 



 

Find Out More 

Bradfield Parish Council 
Covering a vast swathe of mostly rural land, Bradfield Parish Council (BPC) have 
continued to develop projects with SVP for the future. SVP advise on and carry 
out woodland management work for BPC on their small woodland sites. 

Stocksbridge Town Council 
A founder member of SVP, the Town Council continue to work closely with the 
charity. Leading the consultation on a new Neighbourhood Development  
Strategy, they are at the forefront of the evolution of Stocksbridge’s          
townscape. 

Liberty Steel 
The Stocksbridge steelworks was the very reason for the birth of the SVP and 
continues to play a pivotal role in its activities. SVP helps to manage Liberty 
Steel’s large non-operational landholdings and senior Liberty Steel staff are  
active SVP Trustees. 

 

Our Partners 

Sheffield City Council 
Continued relationships with the Woodland, Public Rights of Way and Ecology 
Departments have allowed SVP to develop projects across our operational   
areas in a variety of sectors. 

@TheSteelValleyProject @Steel_Valley 

www.steelvalleyproject.org 0114 283 0880 


